
Welcome to Fired Up and Ready to Take Action! 

Zoom Etiquette 
● Please introduce yourself in the chat with your 

Name, Pronouns, and affiliation
● If you have any questions, please put them in the 

chat or in the questions button at the bottom of 
the screen 

● This meeting is being recorded and will be 
broadcasted on Facebook live



State of Asian Minnesotans: 
Fired Up and Ready to Take 

Action! 



Director of Programs and Partnerships 
Coalition of Asian American Leaders

KaYing Yang



Agenda 
● Introductions and context setting

○ Bo Thao-Urabe, Executive and Network Director
○ Soua Christensen, First Time Voter

● Panel Discussion
○ Moderator: KaYing Yang, Director of Programs and Partnerships, Coalition of Asian 

American Leaders 
○ Ekta Prakash, CEO, CAPI 
○ Eun Sook Lee, Director, AAPI Civic Engagement Fund 
○ Irene Fernando, Commissioner, Hennepin County District 2 
○ Jae Hyun Shim, Policy Organizer, Reclaim the Block and Core Team Member, MPD150 

● Q&A for Panelists 
● Wrap up and Evaluations 
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22.1 Million Strong
● 22.1 MILLION STRONG

AAPIs comprise just over 4% of the nation’s registered voters but are among the 
fastest growing racial groups in America. Voter registration of Asian Americans 
increased 51 percent between 2008 and 2016, compared to just 8 percent 
nationally, according to the brief.

● AAPIS HAVE REACHED CRITICAL MASS
AAPI registered voters make up a significant proportion of the electorate in 
Hawai’i and California, as well as in key congressional districts in Hawai’i, 
California, Georgia, Illinois, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, Texas, Washington 
state, and Virginia.

● MINNESOTA
320,000 AAPIs in Minnesota and over 155,000 are eligible to vote. The population 
is young and under the age of 29 years. Southeast Asian Americans make up the 
largest Asian ethnic group in Minnesota at 60%. But there is also diversity of other 
groups and the fastest growing are Asian Indian, now almost 50,000 strong. 

















AAPI Women Activism



AAPI Women Organizing



AAPI Civic Engagement Fund

Resources

● Ahead of the Majority: Foregrounding Women of Color in 2018
● Making the Case for VBM in Our Communities
● Activating the AAPI Voting Bloc

www.aapifund.org

http://www.aapifund.org/
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2020 Voting is Open
● Vote on Nov 3 in person

● Vote early by absentee
○ Drop-off your ballot

○ Mail in your ballot

○ Vote in person absentee at early 
voting centers

● Make a plan (timing, masks)

● More information
○ Hennepin.us/elections

○ mnvotes.org 

Presented by Hennepin County Commissioner Irene Fernando |  HennepinD2.com

http://www.hennepin.us/elections
http://www.mnvotes.org/


Jae Hyun Shim

Policy Organizer, Reclaim the Block and Core Team 
Member MPD150 



2020: The Pandemic 
and Protests as a 
Portal



Since the beginning of 2020 I have...
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MPD150
Enough is Enough Making It Real Community Policing 

and Other Fairy 
Tales
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MPD150’s Five Essential Findings
1. The police were established to protect the interests of the wealthy, and 

racialized violence has always been a part of that mission.
2. The police cannot be reformed away from their core function.
3. The police criminalize dark skin and poverty, channeling millions of people 

into the prison system, depriving them of voting and employment rights, and 
thereby preserving privileged access to housing, jobs, land, credit, and education 
for whites.

4. The police militarize and escalate situations that call for social service 
intervention.

5. There are viable existing and potential alternatives to policing for every 
area in which police engage.
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2018

Reclaim the Block
2019
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2020
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  2020 
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The BREATHE Act
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This is a nationwide action being planned by the 
Movement for Black Lives. This is our national 
version of #DefundPolice. Maybe you’re already 
signed on, maybe you haven’t but you ready to 
jump in now! M4BL has given us four different 
ways to get involved, check it out at:  
https://breatheact.org/action/
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Night Out for Safety and Liberation

TUESDAY, 
Oct 6th.

Want to host your own?

https://secure.everyaction.com/zCExnVaF9keKxWTkFDoGMg2


Place your screenshot here
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GOTV 2020: Goals and Challenges 
● Goals 

○ Increase voter turnout and education, and Census outreach and 
education through measuring and accomplishing field metrics.

○ Recruit and train leaders and volunteers to increase our 
community outreach, resources, voter education and Census 
2020 efforts, and organizing capacity.

● Challenges: 
○ Registering people online – we can only help virtually. 

○ Lack of access to technology especially older adults/elder and LEP 
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2020 CAPI GOTV Partners

● Vietnamese Social Services (VSS)

● Karen Organization of Minnesota (KOM)

● Hmong Americans for Justice (HAJ)

● Pillsbury United Communities (PUC)

● Comunidades Organizando el Poder y la Acción Latina (COPAL)
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Ignite Minnesota’s Asian Power (IMAP)
● IMAP is a coalition led by  Asian and Southeast Asian community 

organizations and groups across the Twin Cities, working to increase civic 
engagement in Asian communities, and work towards closing the 1.2% vote 
share gap over the course of 5 years.

● IMAP Collaboration (List of Current and Past Partners)
○ CAPI USA
○ Asian American Organizing Project
○ Vietnamese Social Services
○ Karen Organization of Minnesota
○ Lao Assistance Center of Minnesota
○ Bhutanese Community of Minnesota 
○ SEWA - AIFW (ASIAN INDIAN FAMILY WELLNESS)
○ Hmong Americans for Justice
○ Release MN8
○ St. Columba Church
○ Regional Tibetan Youth Council
○ Filipinx for Immigrant rights and Racial justice in Minnesota (FIRM)
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2020 GOTV Planning and Dates 
● Last Day to Register to Vote October 13, 2020, otherwise you can register 

on Election Day at the polls

● Recommended that voters apply for absentee ballots before October 2, 
2020 to ensure enough time to receive and return their ballot

● Election Day – Tuesday, November 3, 2020
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CAPI Election Initiatives
● Phone Banking 

○ Time: 5:00 PM-8:00 PM
■  ½ hr training, 2 hrs on the phones, ½ debrief)
■ Pre-GOTV (September 29- October 22, Tuesdays and Thursdays)
■ GOTV Friday, October 30-Tuesday, November 3rd

● CAPI and CAAL voter guide (translated into Vietnamese, Karen, Hmong, 
Somali, Oromo, Spanish)

● CAPI will send out 15,000 vote mailers to households in Hmong, 
Vietnamese, Mandarin, South Asian languages

● Hosting virtual voter education workshops
● Staff to receive training on election protection with Asian Americans 

Advancing Justice
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Do’s and Don’ts
Do
● Remain non-partisan
● Start small with your own network. Get buy-in from your team at your 

workplace or neighborhood group.
● Let people speak for themselves
● Work together in solidarity
Don’t
● Do it alone – community organizing is about community!
● Reinvent the wheel—there are a lot of resources out there and we can 

share resources.
● Play the short game, elections is just one tool of many
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Power Rise and Your Support 
Matters
● Phonebank with us!

● Assist friends and family request their absentee ballot to vote safely by 
mail

● Provide Translation and Transportation assistance 

● Contact Kristina Doan (Kristina.doan@capiusa.org) or Linda at AAOP 
(linda@aaopmn.org)  

40
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Questions? 



Board Member
Coalition of Asian American Leaders 

Bilial Alkatout 



Call to action 

● Register to Vote 
● Encourage your family and friends to vote

○ Help people in your community who may not have the language, transportation, or face 
other barriers to exercise their right to vote. 

● Volunteer to text voters with CAAL! Visit bit.ly/CAALTexting2020 to sign 
up for shifts throughout October.

● Volunteer to be a poll monitor or other roles on election day 

http://bit.ly/CAALTexting2020


What is next for the State of 
Asian Minnesotans?  

Friday, November 13, 3-4:30 PM: 
Radically Reimagining Our Future

Register at: bit.ly/CAAL-SOAM or using 
the QR code to the left 

Featuring:

● Scot Nakagawa
Senior Partner, ChangeLab

● Nausheena Hussain
Executive Director, Reviving the Islamic 
Sisterhood for Empowerment



Please fill out the evaluation before you log off the zoom

Thank you!


